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given potential. We must help them harness
the powerful forces of technology, so that
every student, including those in the most
isolated rural towns and those in the poorest
inner-city schools, has access to the vast uni-
verse of knowledge available on the Internet.

However, education involves more than
books, facts, and homework assignments.
Education also concerns the building of char-
acter. Character is an anchor of our society,
and we should work hard to cultivate it
among our young people. If our Nation is
to continue to thrive and prosper, we must
continue to live up to our ideals.

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson,
the Lubavitcher Rebbe, grasped these fun-
damental truths. Espousing the values of
education, morality, and civic duty through-
out his distinguished life, he understood that
learning and the sharing of experiences are
crucial to developing the skills that will mold
the character of each new generation. By
striving to provide the best education pos-
sible, we can better prepare our Nation for
the challenges that confront us as we move
forward into the next century. The Rebbe
rightly saw education as a continuous process
of effort and experience, in which each per-
son is nurtured from the cradle throughout
life, bringing out the best in all of us.

I urge all Americans, on this day and
throughout the year, to remember the teach-
ings of the Rebbe, and to work in partnership
with educators, administrators, community
leaders, and parents to help our young peo-
ple thrive and prosper.

Now, Therefore, I , William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 18, 1997,
as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call
upon all Americans to observe this day with
appropriate activities and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:49 a.m., April 18, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 21.

Teleconference Remarks on the
Opening of the Newseum
April 18, 1997

The President. Thank you, Al and Charles
and Peter. Thanks a lot for asking me an easy
question that can only get me in trouble.
Whatever I say, I’ll be behind the curve ball,
which is, of course, where all of you try to
keep me. [Laughter] Nonetheless, I’m glad
to be with you today. And I am glad the Vice
President was able to officially open the
Newseum, and I’m glad he told you the sto-
ries that I hear about once a week about his
days as a reporter. [Laughter] He says he
was always accurate, vigorous, and totally fair.
[Laughter]

Thanks to the technological wizardry that
you’ve built into this wonderful Newseum,
I’m able to join you on your video news wall
for the grand opening. It’s amazing to me
that this is happening. You know, when I was
growing up, I got my news from my local
paper or watching the 6 o’clock news on my
family’s black and white TV, and I suppose
I never imagined the incredible array of ways
people would someday get their news and
their information, from all-news radio and
TV to the Internet and all the sort of ‘‘near-
news’’ programs.

And I think that’s why this Newseum is
so important, because it will remind us that
we’ve come a long way, but no matter how
it’s packaged or delivered, news has always
fulfilled mankind’s most basic need to know.
And it also reminds us that democracy’s sur-
vival depends upon that need to know and
the free flow of ideas and information.

I congratulate you on giving our children
and their parents an opportunity to learn
about the role news media has in protecting
our freedoms and helping us to build the
most robust and open society in human his-
tory.

This Newseum is not only a tribute to the
news profession, it’s also a tribute to the men
and women who have dedicated their lives
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to it, who know that, always, there are going
to be people who will work hard to struggle,
sometimes at real personal risks to them-
selves, to get the news and hopefully to be
fair, honest, and critical in their reporting of
it. America is stronger and freer because of
them, and I thank them. This Newseum is
really a great addition to the Washington
area. And I know it will attract a lot of visi-
tors, not only from every State but also from
all around the world.

Now, the question you asked me is a fair
one and a good one. I think that the fun-
damental role of the news media and the re-
porting today is what it has always been—
is to give people information in a fair and
accurate way. But the context is far different.
There are, first of all, more sources of news.
There is more information that people have
to process, and people get their news in more
different ways. And as I said, there are all
these sort of ‘‘near-news’’ forces bearing
down on you and offering competition.

I sometimes wonder what it’s like to put
together an evening news program or a
morning newspaper when the main story has
been playing every 5 minutes on CNN for
6 hours, and whether you really—whether
that affects what you do or not. I would say
that from my perspective, the most important
thing is that while we’re being inundated
with this glut of information, that we try to
make sure that people have a proper context
within which to understand the information.
I think that the fact that we can have more
facts than ever before is important, but if you
don’t have any framework within which to
understand those facts, it seems to me it
poses an enormous challenge.

The other thing that I think we have to
do is to be careful when we report the stories
about things that might be true, not to say
that they are, particularly if to say that they
are or to imply that they are could cause real
damage to people in their reputations and,
indeed, in their own lives.

But I think that the competition to which
you’re subject makes it more difficult both
to keep down excessive hype in some stories
and to take the time and the effort to put
it in proper context. I think in some ways
it is much more difficult to be a member
of the news media than in years past. It’s

a great challenge. And all the benefits of this
communications explosion impose new chal-
lenges on you to meet the old-fashioned duty
of being accurate, thorough, tough, and fair.

Q. [Inaudible]—once you’re off your
crutches, you and your family will come over
and browse through the Newseum with us.
Thank you very much, Mr. President.

The President. I’d love to do it. Thank
you and bless you all. Congratulations.

NOTE: The President spoke by satellite at 11:24
a.m. from the Roosevelt Room at the White
House to the Newseum in Arlington, VA. In his
remarks, he referred to Allen H. Neuharth, chair-
man, and Peter S. Prichard, executive director,
Newseum; and Charles Overby, chief executive
officer, Freedom Forum.

Remarks at the Award Ceremony for
the National Teacher of the Year
April 18, 1997

Thank you very much to our Teacher of
the Year and all the teachers of the year and
their friends and supporters and family mem-
bers who are here. Senator Glenn, Congress-
man Chabot, Secretary Riley, and Vice Presi-
dent Gore, thank you for being such wonder-
ful partners to me.

Dick Riley—next year, Dick Riley and I
will have been working together for 20 years
in one way or another, and we’re about to
get the hang of it. [Laughter] And I really
think he’s done a wonderful job as our Sec-
retary of Education.

I want to tell you, this NetDay idea that
the Vice President developed—we were just
sitting around talking one day, and I was be-
moaning the fact that he was doing some
elaborate thing on his computer screen in
his office and I still can hardly figure out
how to turn mine on. [Laughter] And we
were all laughing about how our children
were leapfrogging us in their capacity to deal
with computers and one thing led to another
and before you know it, we have a goal that
we’ll hook up every library and classroom in
the country by the year 2000, and then
there’s going to be a NetDay and, all of a
sudden, one day we hook up 20 percent of
the classrooms in California. And I never met
anybody that was any better at taking an idea
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